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The Board has approved an amendment to
our trash contract to include recycling at a very
reasonable cost of $2 per house per month.
They will furnish each home with a container
to use and will pick up recyclables each
Wednesday. You will get a letter outlining
what can and cannot be recycled. This should
start on or about August 1 and will NOT be an
additional cost to Residents.
A contract to stain and paint the cedar buildings is approved to start in the near future.
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By FRANK RINGO
President, Westwind Townhomes
Association

The Board has been busy keeping
improvements happening. As you can
see, the painting is going on and as of
this writing is about half done. The
buildings and doors that are finished
certainly gives our community a much
better look.
The Board has approved contracts for
sidewalk and driveway concrete repairs and they have been completed
on the south side of Richmond. The
contract for repairs north of Richmond
is approved and work should start
shortly, hopefully by the time you read
this.

All of this work is being done within our budget
and our financials remain strong.
Creative Management Co. has put together a
group of their properties with us and has been
able to reduce our liability insurance cost by
about $7000 a year. And, the coverage is
better than we had in the past. This is the
umbrella insurance that covers the common
area, Directors and Officers liability, coverage
on the shop and clubhouse. This is NOT to be
confused with your individual homeowner insurance. You still need to have your own
homeowner insurance. Creative did a great
job in getting this done for less money and
more coverage!
Just a couple of reminders: a) please do not
put your trash out until the night before or the
morning of the scheduled pick up and put your
trash cans away the same day. It helps keep
Please see BOARD, Page 2

BOARD Continued from Page 1
the property clean and looking better and
just might help property value. b) The other reminder is please pick up after your pet
so the common area remains clean and
odor free.
The Board meets at 7 p.m., the 4th
Wednesday of the month at our Clubhouse, 2915 Meadowgrass Lane. Homeowners are welcome.

Things to Know
MALL IS CHANGING
The west wing of the West Oaks Mall, formerly home to a Mervyn’s store, is redeveloping
with an Edwards Theatres as the anchor. The area will be converted into an open-air wing
with a plaza and restaurants. Construction has already started on the 14-screen Edwards
multiplex, and plans to open in the fall of 2012.

RECREATION ASSOCIATION

The six-screen Alamo Drafthouse, near the food court, will remain open through construction but will later close. There are two Alamo Drafthouses in Houston,. One is at West
Oaks and the other is on Mason Road in Katy. Owners are looking for a location for the
West Oaks inside the Loop as well as additional areas in Houston.

The pools are up and being used. The
pool houses look stunning after repairs and
new paint. The furniture matches the
buildings, just like we planned. Nice place
to cool off!

AVERTING A PET TRAGEDY

Creative also included the Recreation Association into the group of properties to
reduce our liability insurance cost. Our
Association has a meager budget so we
appreciate every penny we can save.

By CYNTHIA DELK
Resident, Westwind Townhomes Association

A reminder for our established residents and a “heads-up” for our new residents. Please
refrain from locking up your pets in the closed up garages, especially during the hot summer months.
As all know, Houston heat is like no other and once the metal garage doors are exposed
to the full force of the sun, the interiors become much like the inside of an oven. It gets
very hot, very fast depending on the direction your garage faces. Contrary to what many
believe, our pets can tolerate little more heat exposure than we can. Even a hot pavement
will burn their paws. Leaving an inch or more at the bottom does not help the situation
much unless you live in a unit that has door-to-patio opening which, if kept open, can allow
a cross breeze; otherwise, it’s just more hot air.
Long story short...if it is too hot for you to be locked up in a dark, hot garage in mid day
during August, it is too hot for your pet. Consider a crate/cage large enough to allow your
pet to stand up and stretch which you can keep inside while you are away. All pet stores
carry them.
Please, do not put your pet in a situation that can cause a heat stroke. Being a responsible pet owner involves more than following the leash laws.

Life isn’t tied with a bow, but it’s still a gift.
UNLP
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Community Improvements
Things are popping everywhere. On one
hot day, there were painters painting, lawn
people were mowing, cement workers
were jack-hammering, tree trimmers were
trimming, our crew was watering, trash
truck was loading, and Frank was walking
cement with D&C. What a day!

Tree Trimming
A couple of months ago, the Board hired a
tree trimming company to shape, crown,
and trim our beautiful trees. Since we are
in hurricane season it is a good time to
take out all dead branches. About eight
diseased trees were taken down; do not
like to do that, but with a high wind they
could fall onto cars, buildings, and people.
Due to the drought, many trees in Houston
could die. Our maintenance crew is doing
a first-rate job keeping the grass green,
shrubbery and the trees healthy.
Paint – Hardi-board Buildings
As you know, by now, the Hardi-board
buildings are in the process of being painted a cream color with a bit of light brown
trim. It certainly spruces up the community
and helps values! All in all, the D&C painters are doing an impressive job.
There were 43 Hardi-board buildings to be
painted. As of mid-June, D&C Paint Contractors have finished painting about 25 or
26 of the buildings. The contractor had to
pull the crew from here to go to another
site. They are due to be back on our property around July 1 and we expect them to
be finished in the fall.
If you have not been painted, when letters
from D&C are taped to your garage, then it
is your turn. Read the letter and follow the
instructions. You may choose from three

colors for your doors. The door colors are: a)
cream, same as the siding, b) a light-medium
brown, and c) black. For your convenience, you
can see the three door colors displayed on a
bulletin board located on the maintenance garage door at 2915 Meadow Grass, next to Building 7.

Cement - Sidewalks and Driveways
Last month Frank, the board president, walked
the property with D&C Contractors to find and
mark faulty cracks and crumbly patches in our
sidewalks and driveways to prevent toe-stumping
and fall-on-face events.
Two new wheelchair ramps were added and the
existing ramps were widened to conform to the
American Disabilities Act. There were many
cracks and faults, more than we anticipated. The
cost of all of that is approximately $40,000.
South of Richmond is already finished. In the
near future, the cement work north of Richmond
will be completed. Keeping the cement drives
and sidewalks in good condition is another good
use of our maintenance dues; it displays our well
-kept property and does not hurt our property
values.

Cedar-siding on Buildings
Upcoming is painting and staining the cedar
buildings. There is a signed contract from D&C
Contractors, the same company who is painting
the Hardi-board, to paint all garage doors, front
doors, and gates and stain all of the cedar building siding. As the Hardi-board buildings are finishing up, probably, the painters could start working on the cedar buildings.
There will be samples painted on a couple or
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three townhome garage doors,
front doors, and gates, for the cedar-building owners to choose a
scheme – majority wins.
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Close Call
By BLAKE SCRUGGS

Resident, Westwind Townhomes Association

Despite the quick arrival of the Fire Department, based on when they received notice of the fire very early on
the morning of 4-14-11, a fire caused the deaths of many of our neighbors and the complete loss of a row of
five Townhomes. The time the fire was set and the very dry roofs were cited as factors for why the fire quickly engulfed the Townhomes and caused this tragic loss of life and property. Watering down the roofs of the
adjacent row of Townhomes by the Fire Department saved another row of Townhomes from burning down.
An arson investigation has been launched. Condolences to all. Funeral services are pending.
This could have easily been the story as the sun came up on that Thursday morning, but thanks to a son of
a Homeowner, it was not!
Tyrone Jones has been caring for his Mom since she suffered a stroke. He often sleeps over, and leaves
for work around 2:00 in the morning. As he was leaving for work that early Thursday morning, he spotted
the fire as it was just beginning to spread upward onto two townhomes. Because every second counts,
there was no time to waste on indecision. His alarm to the homeowners and assistance prevented a worse
tragedy.
Further, he single-handily stopped all of our property values from an additional decrease. Unless of course, a
burned out row of townhomes sitting on a concrete slab adds curb appeal and value to our neighborhood.
It also served as a wake-up call to implement a fire safety preparedness plan. A plan can include checking current smoke detectors, determining safe exits, kitchen fire extinguisher, quick exit bag, as well as installing a smoke
detector in the attic.
I'm sure the entire neighborhood would like to say, Thank You! to Tyrone Jones.
Smoke detector less than $20 + install in the attic less than 20 minutes = peace of mind.

RECYCLING TO START

REVISED OUTSIDE GUIDELINES—PLEASE READ

TrashPorters pick-up our trash three days a week. Yes, three
times. We have asked them if they came two times a week would
the cost be less. The answer is no. They do not care whether it is
three or two times – same price. It’s their business. They give us
splendid service. They will usually pick-up large trash, water heaters, doors, etc. on any visit and if not, will do it the next time. Now
that’s service!

Westwind Townhomes is a community of 53 buildings, containing
326 townhomes, with 326 owners. All townhomes are attached to
other townhomes which means we live very close to each other.
With living this close, there must be rules because we all share buildings.

The Board and Creative have been looking into a recycling service
for our property. Previously, TrashPorters did not provide recycling. They have now decided to make us their test run. The first
of August, we will have recycling services from TrashPorters.
They will provide service on Wednesdays. They will provide each
homeowner an 18 gallon plastic recycling bin. They will pick-up
certain plastics, glass, aluminum, paper, etc. You will be provided
with a list of items they will take and will not.
The best of all – the Board voted to pick up the bill – you will have
free recycling. Now how long since you got something that good
that is free.

UNLP

When you want to change something on the outside of your townhome, the Westwind Townhomes Homeowner’s Association, Inc.,
Standardized Guidelines for Outside Changes booklet tells you what
doors and windows, etc., that you can use and can not use. Before
you make a change on the outside of your townhome, you need to fill
out a Request for Change form, send it to Creative for the Board to
approve or disapprove. Without approval, you might have to remove
the change, restore to original condition, at your expense.
It’s being revised, because colors are different, some items are updated, and, hopefully, clarifies the guidelines. The new revised version will have a section for each of the Hardi-board, Red Brick, and
Cedar buildings.
It is written, waiting for final approval from Creative, lawyers, printing,
and mailing to each owner and resident in the next couple months.
Look for it in the mail from Creative. Please keep this booklet with
your records. If you want to change something on the outside of
your townhome, this booklet will help you.
Westwind Townhomes / Summer 2011  Page 4

**Note: We are still struggling with sales in Westwind Townhomes. It is taking longer to sell plus the
price per square foot is dropping. REO’s, HUD foreclosures and short sales are occurring. To get best
price possible, townhomes must be updated and in
great condition.

Information provided by:
The Williams~Hayes Team
Linda Williams: 713-582-5595 (cell)
Prudential Gary Greene, Realtors
Email: LINDA@WilliamsHayesTeam.com
Website: www.WilliamsHayesTeam.com
UNLP
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The Westwind Townhomes WebSite is up and
online for your use! The website address is:
http://westwindth.org .
The Associations’ board of directors and
management want the website to serve
as an effective means to communicate
for current and new Westwind owners
and residents, as well as the general public.
Our website is user-friendly, easy-to-navigate, and attractive-to-view.
It has various page-buttons and Internet links with lots of useful information, documents and forms regarding our community.
Some of the items are:
Community facilities and services for use by homeowners and
residents
Numerous resources including scanned copies of many home
owner association documents
Recent annual budgets
Association and Homeowner Responsibility List for the townhomes
Standardized guidelines for outside architectural changes
Request forms for exterior architectural changes
A link for submitting association work orders to CMC
Real estate information specific to Westwind
A Classifieds page for Westwind TH (Sell your stuff here!)
Pool rules and hours
Upcoming BOD’s meeting agenda
Most recent BOD’s meeting minutes
Most recent annual (2010) operating financials

Additionally, there is a calendar for events and activities, electronic
copies of the current and past newsletters, photos of our community,
numerous contacts for the management company, location maps,
Harris County Constable and more. There are surveys for you to use
to send to CMC and the Board regarding our community. The Resource page includes information, numerous website links, tools and
contact phone numbers for emergency planning and preparedness,
especially including hurricane information.
If you have a story to write, short or not too long, we would love to publish it
in this newsletter. Call 281-759-9492, call before to FAX 281-759-9492, or
email: evringo@sbcglobal.net.
In the subject line of the email please insert ‘WWTH NewsLetter’.

Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to
that person, a beautiful thing. — “Mother Teresa”
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